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Two Special Days at the  Scottish Police College  

On September 2nd, the annual Service of Remembrance for Scottish Police Officers who have died on duty was held at 

Tulliallan Castle, the magnificent setting for the Scottish Police College.  A large number of Scottish Survivors attended the 

service along with a number of invited guests, including two representatives from the Home Office. Led by the college 

director John Geates QPM and the Reverend Georgie Baxendale, the service was simple and poignant, paying tribute to the 

236 officers whose names are engraved upon the memorial, including sixteen new names which were engraved this year 

dating from 1851 to 2009. Unveiled on the day was a new memorial wall at the entrance to the garden on which plaques 

can be placed in memory of Scottish officers who have died off duty or in retirement.  For details of the new memorial, 

please email admin@spmt.org.uk or telephone 01563 551819. 

 

 A few days later on September 6th, the bi-annual COPS and Blue Knights picnic took place.  First held in 2005 as a way for 

COPS to say thank you to the Blue Knights for all of the hard work and support they have shown us; it was very well 

attended by both groups.  The Blue Knights of course never miss an opportunity to ride and show off their motorbikes! This 

year, they rode in a Scottish Law Ride from Stirling Castle to the memorial at Tulliallan.  Each person who took part in the 

Law Ride was asked to make a donation, and £257 was raised for the Jim McNulty Memorial Fund which provides driving 

lessons for the survivor children when they reach the age of 17. 

 

Al Goold, past president of Blue Knights Scotland 1 and Vice Chairman of the UK & Ireland Conference said, "We were 

delighted to again show our support for COPS, the Survivors and to remember Jim McNulty.  The bond between COPS and 

the Blue Knights has become unbreakable". 

mailto:admin@spmt.org.uk
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A s we previously announced, our 

President ð Christine Fulton MBE - will 

be standing down in September 2010.  We 

as Trustees have the unenviable task of 

appointing a worthy successor to this 

remarkable and unique lady, and we 

recently were able to agree the process 

through which we can achieve this. 

 

Trustee David Lindley has also announced he is standing 

down in March 2010, so we now have the job of finding his 

replacement.  I cannot thank David enough for the effort and 

commitment he has shown to COPS.  He has taken the 

frustrating and time-consuming pension issue forward, and 

his role has been crucial in ensuring that the campaign was 

taken to the Government fairly and squarely, and hit the 

target.  

I know that David and his lovely wife Wyn will continue to 

support COPS after his Trusteeship ends. 

 

On 11th November - Armistice Day - my wife Liz and myself 

laid a wreath on behalf of COPS at the National Memorial 

Arboretum (NMA) in the presence of The Duke of Wessex.  I 

would like to thank the NMA for extending the invitation for us 

to be present at this memorable service.  I continue to be so 

encouraged by the increasing national understanding of 

COPS' role and work, as this invitation indicated. 

 

Some positive replies have been received from Police 

constabularies following a letter I sent to all Chief Officers, 

asking them to follow the West Midlands Police (WMP) 

initiative and formal Protocol as detailed in the last 

newsletter.  My thanks go to WMP Chief Constable Chris 

Simms who has added his support by including a personal 

letter with mine to all of his Chief Officer colleagues. 

 

Christmas time approaches us once again, and for all our 

Survivors, I know this is a time when the memory of their 

loved ones is uppermost in all their minds.  The magnitude of 

the loss suffered by the families can only be understood by 

those who have had this devastating experience thrust upon 

them, and it is therefore at this poignant time that we 

remember that our charity brings so many Survivors together 

in their shared memories of those no longer with us. As 

awareness of COPS grows year on year throughout the Police 

Service, many more will think of you all at this special time of 

year. 

 

As we look back over 2009 and beyond, I see Care of Police 

Survivors having grown from the vision it was founded upon.  I 

look forward to 2010 and the continuing challenges ahead, 

and wish all our Survivors, supporters, colleagues and friends 

a peaceful New Year. 

 

Mick Foster QPM 

Chairman 

I look forward to the time when I can report that the end is in sight 

and that details of the new financial arrangements are about to be 

published.  

Well we are a little closer but not there yet. In October Christine, 

Tracy Walker and I attended a meeting at the Home Office along 

with representatives of NARPO, the Superintendents Association, 

APA and officials representing Scotland and the Police Service of 

Northern Ireland.  

This was an opportunity to learn about the progress to deliver on 

the then Home secretaryõs announcement in May 2008 of a 

special grant in recognition of the 

hardship that some widows etc 

have experienced when they lost 

their police pension on re-marriage 

or having decided to live with their 

partner.  

Although disappointed that much 

critical detail had yet to be worked out the meeting gave us the 

opportunity to nudge the thinking about the detail of the grant 

application process along a little more.  

Since the meeting I have submitted further thoughts and queries to 

the lawyer acting for the Police Dependantõs Trust. It is the PDT 

who will administer the grant application and awarding process on 

behalf of the Home Office and the PDT is funded for this financial 

year and the next i.e 2010/11 to allow it to make a grant of up to 

£20,000 in agreed cases.  

Unfortunately an update from the Home Office is now expected too 

late to meet the publication deadline for this newsletter but I will 

use the ôListõ to update COPS members as soon as I have anything 

further to report. 

David Lindley  QPM 

Trustee. 

Pension Update!  

Leicestershire Federation Pledge  

Annual Donation  

At a recent meeting of Leicestershire Police Federation it was  

agreed to make an annual donation of £1000 to Care of Police 

Survivors.   

 

We would like to express our sincere thanks 

to them for their ongoing support.   

 

Chairman, Dave Grenz said; 

 ''The Leicestershire Police Federation believes 
that COPS does a fantastic job supporting 
Survivors of fallen colleagues.  
We feel itõs extremely important to help with a 
donation to enable this support to be given. We 
would encourage other Federations and 
organisations to do the same.'' 

in April 2002, Police Officers, Neil Smith and Tony Spry undertook a 27 day charity cycle ride across the USA. The challenge was 

nicknamed 'Bobby on a Bike'. Other adventures followed and to date over £45,000 has been donated to various charities. 

"It Seemed Like a Good Idea" - The Story of Bobby on a Bike tells the story of the journey from crashing on the first day of the first ride 

to being escorted by seven motorcycle cops across San Francisco, from seeking refuge from severe storms to coming face to face 

with grizzly bears near Yellowstone National Park. The book is a detailed, informative and witty account of not just remarkable 

distances and climbs, but the human story of overcoming personal challenges.  

It is available at only - £6.99 from www.bobbyonabike.com and all profits from the sale of the book will be donated to COPS 

óIt Seemed Like a Good Ideaô.. 

ñWe are a little 

closer, but not 

there yet...ò 
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B elated congratulations to survivor Gill McMurray and Neil 

Wright-Boulton who got married in May.  Gill and Neil had 

asked for donations to charity instead of presents and £475 

came to COPS.  Due to a hiccup with our online donation 

system the money was reaching our account but we werenõt 

being notified who it was from so we offer our sincerest 

apologies to those who made donations and our grateful thanks 

to you all. 

A nother survivor wedding took place in October when Nicola 

Davidson, daughter of Chief Inspector Hugh Davidson 

(Strathclyde Police) got married.  Nicola purchased 125 COPS 

lapel pins to give to her guests. 

A lso in October Blue Knights Dave and Tracy Seavers got 

married.  They too requested donations to COPS in lieu of 

presents and we received a wonderful £350.  Thank you very 

much indeed and we wish you all a long and happy 

married life. 

COPS links with SAMM  

SAMM (Support after Murder Manslaughter) is a charity 

started in 1990 by two grieving mothers, which has 

provided meaningful support to those who have lost 

someone through murder or manslaughter.  SAMM is 

supported by the Home Office, charitable trusts, business 

and industrial donations as well as by fundraising 

activities similar to our own; clearly, some of our Survivors 

could  receive support and guidance through this 

organisation if they desire. 

SAMM offers assistance to those supporting the 

bereaved, as well as to witnesses who need to attend a 

trial.  They offer various training sessions such as 

challenging judgmental attitudes, helping to understand 

emotions and the effects, trauma and increased anxiety 

experienced in bereavement.  This charity has grown into 

a respected organisation, 

and one which COPS is 

pleased to be associated 

with.  As their office is 

based in the West Midlands 

Police Training Centre at 

Tally Ho, they already have a 

tangible police link. 

In October, I had the privilege of attending the re-launch of 

SAMM at a reception on the terrace of the House of Lords 

where the main speaker was Claire Ward, M.P.  I was 

pleased to be able to speak with her afterwards about the 

purpose and role of COPS, as a result of which, we are in 

contact with a Government official to explore possible 

future assistance which could be given to COPS. 

Further information about SAMM can be found on their 

website - www.samm.org.uk. 

Mick Foster 

The National Memorial Service was held in Cardiff on September 

27th and was, as always a moving occasion for Survivors.  Many 

agreed it was the nicest service so far with special praise being given 

to the male voice choir and the exceptional harpist.   

The address was given by the Reverend Martin Spain who is 

himself a serving officer with Dyfed Powys Police.   

Many thanks to Inspector Jaiye Warwick-Saunders of the 

Metropolitan Police Service for assistance given to trustee Sue 

Brace and for ensuring Survivors were seated together. 

The next National Police Memorial Day is on Sunday 26th 

September 2010 Waterfront Hall, Belfast 
Sue Brace with Jaiye Warwick -Saunders  

COPS President  

Details are now on the web site in regard to the process for the appointment of the next COPS President.  The Trustees 

have also decided it is appropriate to introduce a Vice Presidents role to enable the work load to be shared and to 

ensure that there would always be a survivor available to deal with any enquiries.  Each appointment will last for a 

period of two years with the prospect of the Vice President succeeding the President.  Both roles are open only to 

Survivors. 

A full ôjob descriptionõ is available on the web site. The successful applicants will be expected to work closely together, 

attend regular trustee meetings in Lichfield and when necessary travel around the country representing COPS.  They 

should be easily contactable via email and telephone. 

We look forward to receiving your applications. 

ñSAMM offers 

assistance to 

those supporting 

the bereavedò 

 

Dave & Tracyôs 

wedding cake  

http://www.samm.org.uk
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The third annual coffee morning was held in Newburgh, 

Fife on 14th November and raised an astonishing £640 

in just two hours.   

The home baking stall was very popular, being 

completely cleared by the end of the event, thank you to 

everybody who contributed.  The Coffee Morning was 

organised by retired PSNI officer Trevor Kell and his wife 

Jane.  Survivors Jean & Bill Connolly, Georgine Whigham 

and Cathy McVicar turned up 

on the day to help Christine 

sell raffle tickets and serve 

the tea and coffee.   

The support shown to COPS 

by the people of Newburgh 

has made this one of the 

most enjoyable days of the 

year, one which we hope will 

continue for many years to 

come.   

Many thanks to Fife Constabulary for their assistance and 

contributions, we couldnõt have done it without you! 

Coffee Morning  

òWe couldnõt have 

done it without 

youó 

Home Baking & (opposite) the team from Fife  

What a busy week we have had putting up Christmas decorations and our Blue Lights ð 

and itõs only the middle of November!  The neighbours must think we are extremely 

mad!  Never mind - it was for a good reason, and that reason was a Pampered Chef 

Party. 

 

I can tell you that it was a very jolly evening.  Husbands and partners left the ladies to 

our party while they went for a bit of Christmas cheer down the pub (the oldest being 80 

years). Now, you would think he would be in charge, but oh no - he reverted back to his 

teenage years and led the boys astray bringing them home on the stroke of midnight! 

 

We ladies were unaware of what was going on down the pub (just as well), and started 

our evening off with warm spiced winter Pimms, which went down rather well (perhaps 

too well for some of usé).  The mood was set with Christmas music and our blue 

sparkly lights, and of course Christmas would not be Christmas without crackers for us 

to pull. 

 

Our Pampered Chef lady Rachel cooked up a storm: 

Yorkshire puddings, cheese & ham puffs, lemon 

shortbread, mini coconut mince pies and mini baileys 

coffee cheesecakes.  She was very patient with us as we 

were very verbal and extremely giggly (not like us at 

allé.).  We did spend quite a lot, all of us saying it was for 

"Christmas presents" (as if). Santa is going to have to put 

lots of pressies under the tree! 

 

Joking apart, the evening was a great success;  we raised 

£50 for COPS and had a wonderful evening catching up 

and having fun.  I can thoroughly recommend having a 

party to raise funds and at the same time have a jolly 

good time! 

 

Sue Brace 

Trustee 

www.pamperedchef.co.uk 

Christmas Comes Early to Felixstowe!  

òSanta is going to 

have to put lots 

of pressies under 

the treeó  


